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cmpdon from tlu common cataftrophe of nations.
What Air. flume fays of defpotifm, may be with
equal justice utTertcd of the grouth of felfifh and dif-
foluic manner.*, it is the Eiithtuwjia of our empire ia
this pan of the \\orld."

ft

THEY fug^ft too, ** That oiher circumflanccs
inay intervene to prevent either a natural or an eafy
diflblution. An independent army, involved in debt
by extravagance* or (Hmulattd by avarice, may feize,
trwi manu^ all our poflfeffions for themfelves, uhile
the infamy of the treafon may fink or difappear*
amulll the uiuverful depravity. Where the principle
of promotion is length of fcrvicc, without any other
confideration, the molt worthlefs and viiilolute may
look forward to command with as much confidence
as the nioft meritorious officer. If diligence, brave-
ry, and good conduS be attended \uth no advantage*
they will be foon abandoned and ridiculed as ufelefs
gualifications. A perfon receiving a commiffion,
in&ead of regarding it as an obligation to difcbai^e
the dtitlai of a laborious profeffionf will confider
it a kind of freehold property yielding him a certain
annual fum> which nothing but death can deprive
Urn of/*

THEY aflert,cc That among tliofc who are accuf-
tomed to commands au independent, haughty, m&
j charafter become unavoidable, uftlefe fytf
ift their turn fubjected to the control of a ftfpe-
Thi$ control, ho\vevcr, is entirely a&inhcd*

the